
Guide to the  

College Admissions Process 



A look at the Admissions Process 

The transition from high school to 
college is filled with challenges, 
opportunity and decisions.  

DO NOT STRESS.  

Use your school counselor as a 
resource, you do not have to go 
through the process on your own.  



Common Questions to discuss with  

your School Counselor 
Why do I want to go to college? What are my long term 
goals?  
Do I want a 2yr or 4yr institution? Am I interested in a 
liberal arts institution or a specific major?  
Do I want to stay near home? Am I interested in a certain 
area? Urban, small town or rural?  
Do I want to attend a small or large institution?  
Have my grades been good enough to be considered by a 
very selective school? What is my class rank? Do my study 
needs require specialized facilities?  
Do I prefer on or off campus housing? How Important are 
intramural or intercollegiate sports? Do I want a campus 
that offers many cultural events?  
 How important will final cost be in my final choice? What 
kind of financial assistance will I need? What qualifications 
do I have for scholarships?  



Beginning of the Process 

Start discussions with parents and 
counselors.  
 
Be honest and open.  

  
Ask Questions  
 
Considering your unique needs start to 
search for colleges that may interest you.  

   



General College Admissions 

Calendar 

Junior Year  

ïFall and Winter  

   PSAT 

   College Search  

-  Spring  

   SAT 

   Narrow down college search  

   Campus visit and open house  

    Select Senior year courses that will 
  prepare you for college level work  



College Search 

Now is the time to start searching for 
colleges.   

www.collegeboard.org  

 

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


Ideas that may help 
Keep a simple notebook.  

 
Have folders or files to hold material you will be 
receiving.  

  
Use a calendar  

 
When you receive information from colleges:  
ïWrite down important dates (deadline for applications, 

test scores, interviews)  
ïSet up column of likes and dislikes, pros and cons for 

the criteria you determined earlier.  
ïTake particular note of special programs and 

requirements.  



Write down Important dates 

College reps visit your school  

Deadlines for test and test dates  

Deadlines for teacher 
recommendations  

College interviews and visit  



SAT and ACT 

Free SAT for Juniors is June 6th  

 

May take it again in the Fall of Senior 
year  

 

Check with colleges about what 
specific requirements are for testing.  



College Visit 

Make an appointment with college 
admissions office.  

 

ïCommon things to look at while on visit.  

 

ïCommon Questions to ask.  

 


